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Stakeholder Consultation
1) Introduction
The Neighbourhood Development Plan process will provide residents, businesses, service
providers and local organisations with a unique opportunity to help guide development within the
designated area, plan the future delivery of local services and facilities, and ensure that Witherley
parish remains a vibrant and sustainable place to live, work, and do business.
To support the successful development of the Neighbourhood Development Plan, the RCC was
commissioned by Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group to
organise and independently facilitate a consultation workshop of key local stakeholders which
was held on 27th February 2018 at Witherley Parish Room.

2) Engagement & Consultation Methodology
The Stakeholder Consultation Workshop was held with the following aims:
•
•
•
•
•

To provide project stakeholders with some background and context to the Witherley Parish
Neighbourhood Development Plan.
To ensure local stakeholders understand the process and their role in helping to shape the
Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan.
To provide stakeholders with an opportunity to feed in the issues and priorities they consider
important to include / explore further within the Neighbourhood Planning process.
To make stakeholders aware of future opportunities to engage in the plan making process.
To contribute to the core evidence base and inform the ongoing consultation and
engagement process required to produce the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

Consultation and engagement of stakeholders was delivered across 3 core elements:
1.

Presentation - The context and background to the project (Copies of slides in Appendix 2)
•

Background to the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan – Chairman,
Overview of Neighbourhood Development Plan project and activity to date/planned.

•

Overview of Neighbourhood Planning - RCC
The background, the process, and steps to be taken.

•

Outline and Aims of the Stakeholder Consultation Session - RCC
Introduction to the Issues and Opportunities discussion session.

2. Table based Issues and Opportunities discussion session.
Facilitated discussions across 3 table based groups providing stakeholders an opportunity to
raise and discuss key issues and opportunities.
3.

Post event feedback.
Opportunity for stakeholders to submit feedback following the meeting and workshops via a
stakeholder comments form.
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3) Neighbourhood Plan Stakeholder Contacts
Working with the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group, the RCC
developed a comprehensive list of stakeholder contacts for consultation and engagement to be
used throughout the process of developing the Neighbourhood Development Plan (including all
statutory consultees).
Stakeholders in the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan have been categorised
by the RCC as follows:
1. Statutory Consultation Bodies (set out in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations)
2. Landowner (within the Neighbourhood Area)
3. Developer / Professional Representative of Landowner
4. Business (operating within or serving the Parish)
5. Community / Faith / Voluntary Organisation (operating within or serving the Parish)
6. Public Service Provider (delivering services to / in the Parish).
A full list of stakeholders identified for engagement and consultation is provided at Appendix 4.

4) Consultation Workshop Delegate List
Table 1 lists the delegates who confirmed their attendance at the stakeholder consultation
meeting and workshop.

Table 1: Stakeholder Consultation Workshop - Delegate List:
Name

Stakeholder Category

Ms. Sheila Briddick

Witherley WI

Mr. Brian Conway

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Mrs. Kay Conway

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – Chairman

Ms. Laura Dyer

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Ms. Sarah Evans

Atherstone Hunt

Mr. Robin Eyles

The Hon Shane O’Neil Witherley Estate

Mr. Geoff Farmer

Witherley Football Club

Ms. Dayle Flude

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Ms. Angela Forsyth

Witherley Parish Council

Mr. John Hazel

Witherley Football Club

Mr. Jeremy Howells

Jeremy Howells Photographer

Mr. R D Hunt

Kennel Farm

Ms. Charlotte W Lewis

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Mr. Stuart Liggins

Electrician

Mr. Howard M Lock

Glebe Barn Farm

Ms. Pamela P Lock

Glebe Barn Farm
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Mr. Ian Rawson Mackenzie

Centurion Services Ltd

Cllr. Ivan Ould

Leicestershire County Council

Mr. Peter Simpson

Drayton Grange Farm

Ms. Alison Ward

Headteacher Witherley CE Primary School

Mr. Brian Williams

Landowner

Mr. Roger Laine

Witherley Memorial Playing Field Trustee Management
Committee

Mr. Adrian Young

Mortgages

Ms. Deborah Roberts

Sheepy NP Group

Mr. Alistair Brittain

Lodge Farm Fenny Drayton

Mr. Mark Simpson

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Mr. Dave Wilkins

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Mr. Charles Harding

Lodge Farm

Mr. Rob Lowe

Glebe Farm

W. Trivett

Manor Farm

5) Issues and Opportunities Group Discussions – Results
Facilitated discussion took place in 3 groups. Each group looked at the key issues and
opportunities for consideration within the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan
area under the following topics; (History & Heritage); (Open Spaces & Environment & Public
Rights of Way); (Facilities & Services); (Traffic & Transport); (Employment & Business/Local
Economy); (Housing); (Communications); (Renewable Energy); (Vision for Witherley Parish) &
(Summary from Witherley Stakeholder Event).
Tables 2-11 detail the key discussion points recorded under each topic area by each of the
3 groups.

Table 2: Issues & Opportunities – Open Spaces & Environment & Public Rights of
Way:
Open Spaces & Environment & Public Rights of Way
Group 1
•
•

Flooding not a big problem (except Witherley)
Problem with over-use / miss-use of green land

Group 2
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our rural environment to remain green with views
Green space is our greatest asset
Develop side path along Atterton Lane for ‘walking path’ to encourage walking & small
children
PC has ‘muted’ the development of a circular footpath, altering the stiles for access for
all
Footpath on A444
Vistas – green space around villages
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Group 3
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Potential for additional space in Witherley in the event of any development other than
the Witherley Playing Field, e.g. cricket facilities have been lost: Witherley
Maintenance & creation of open spaces important in rural area in ALL villages
Cottages piece important local amenity in Witherley
Walkway connection to Atherstone from Witherley important
Cycle routes created?
Footpath signage important
Flooding issue/ risks is very important in Witherley
Preserve flood plain
More drainage in Ratcliffe please
Trees important & sites for planting trees

Table 3: Issues & Opportunities – History & Heritage:
History & Heritage
Group 1
•
•

This shouldn’t prevent development could help in identifying heritage
Potential to exploit tourism – B/B

Group 2
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identification of historical and contemporary heritage sites to safe guard
Historic sites to be marked and promoted as part of the wider tourism trail
George Fox/ Quakers Roman Sites/ remains
Bronze age
Farming history
The Hunt

•
•
•
•

Preserve Ratcliffe Church & Bridge on the way to Sheepy
Witherley conservation area & trees in particular
Schedule ancient monument next to Fenn Lane in Fenny Drayton
Witherley Kennels & Clock – preserve & Witherley Hall, Rectory & Blue Lion pub
frontage
Church Lane, Fenny Drayton

Group 3

•
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Table 4: Issues & Opportunities – Housing:
Housing
Group 1
•
•
•

Sustainable
Family houses (feeding schools)
Design policy for parish

Group 2
•
•
•

Versatile housing suitable for elderly & starter homes
Design of houses sustainable and not mundane or the standard designs seen, should
reflect villages
Glendon ‘O’ carbon footprint housing, can we develop this? Where Parish Room was

Group 3
•

•
•
•
•
•

There is enough infill in Fenny Drayton & Witherley – go beyond village envelope –
block of new housing better than infill. Opportunity for Fenny Drayton to be a bit bigger
to support services e.g. bus & pub & shop
Mix of housing needs to ensure proportion of affordable housing is met
Housing need to be affordable for starter homes & young families in particular to be
able to afford a village location
Houses sympathetic to character of the village
Brick colour & roof colour choice is important
Some bungalows good – but limit extensions of them in the future (keep as
bungalows)

Table 5: Issues & Opportunities – Traffic & Transport:
Traffic & Transport
Group 1
•

Rat runs through villages

Group 2
•
•

Traffic – access to A5 safe & efficient
No loss of land to dual carriageway of the A5

•
•
•
•
•

No HGV un Ratcliffe except for farms
Buses to fit into school runs – VIP
Bus routes direct to Nuneaton
A5 is full in current status
Speed limit on lanes e.g. Fenn Lanes & Atterton Lane – too fast e.g. Wellsborough
Road
Speed camera on A5 too close to Redgate Roundabout & rumble strips on approach to
Redgate Roundabout
Too many pot holes – investment in road network
Busy peak times traffic – consideration to safety to junctions to ‘A’ roads

Group 3

•
•
•
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Table 6: Issues & Opportunities – Employment & Business/Local Economy:
Employment & Business/Local Economy
Group 1
•
•

Opportunity to support high level employment
Potential for micro – businesses, small units

Group 2
•
•
•

Can we enable more employment in the farming community?
Any development of business should be sensitive to traffic e.g. lorries through villages
not up to taking them
Shop

Group 3
•
•
•
•
•

Proportionate business development in line with size of housing development
Local employment good – cuts down traffic
Working from home to be encouraged
MIRA considered a good thing
Small units for start-up businesses to be encouraged

Table 7: Issues & Opportunities – Renewable Energy:
Renewable Energy
Group 1
•
•

Passive house
Some support for solar panels

Group 2
•
•
•
•

Promote renewable energy – air/ ground source heating/ solar panels on houses – not
fields
Renewable energy sources – wind or solar which do not interrupt view of vista
We don’t want BIG wind turbines
Could do small ones in gardens for home use

•
•
•
•

Solar panels on new houses is good. Especially cast into roof tiles
Wind farms (not in total favour)
Solar farms favoured. Some wind farms/turbines may be okay in right place
Consideration to new builds being/ approaching Carbon neutral

Group 3
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Table 8: Issues & Opportunities – Facilities & Services:
Facilities & Services
Group 1
•

Need to protect Witherley school by increasing numbers of local children

Group 2
•
•
•
•

Village shop
Need to take into consideration the stretched doctors & health support service would
need extra
Maintain the village and rural bridle ways, create more safe horse riding opportunity
Parking for shared facilities

Group 3
•
•
•
•

Pub shop & post office in Fenny Drayton urgently, or make planning policy easier to
achieve this & support particularly for anyone trying to open a pub or shop
Mobile library important asset to villages
Defibrillator in Ratcliffe Culey
Witherley Parish rooms important asset

Table 9: Issues & Opportunities – Communications:
Communications
Group 1
•

Need for investment in super-fast broadband

Group 2
•

Any or superfast broadband absolutely vital

Group 3
•
•
•
•

It’s good to talk. Fibre makes a big difference to communities
Fibre connection should be included to any new development
Mobile signal to be improved
Notice boards are used and important to the community

Table 10: Vision for Witherley Parish:
Vision for Witherley Parish
Group 1
•
•
•
•
•

We should protect and celebrate our history and heritage
Group 2
Harness the future to enable – sustainable, rural village sensitive to allow generations
to support & stay close to each other
A healthy and able lifestyle for all residents
Group 3
Not particularly in favour of a new village – prefer expansion of existing villages to help
improve services & community in existing villages. New infrastructure to any new
village not good environmentally. New problems
Create vibrant local community not commuter belt/ mix of ages, businesses,
employment. Pub
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Table 11: Summary from Witherley Stakeholder Event:
Summary from Witherley Stakeholder Event
Group 1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Keep Rural
Housing design policy
Preserve school – local catchment – more housing young families
Communications – Broadband
Traffic & Transport – rat runs
Flooding not a big issue
History & Heritage – discover through development
The need expressed in Group 1 to enable micro-businesses to set up in the Parish.
The other related to ‘the vision’ and heritage - that we should protect and celebrate our
history and heritage
Group 2

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A5 access safe and sufficient
Vision - sustainable
Village shop
All new housing – solar panels
Housing design
Heritage/ history
Footpath Atterton Lane & Fenny – Health & Well Being
Group 3
Some growth to support Parish & villages across the board
Character & design
Add to existing village
Mix housing / age -young & old
Employment - Broadband
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6) Post Event Feedback and Comments
In addition to the Stakeholder Consultation Workshop held on 27th February, the RCC received
the following feedback and comments:

Sport England
Thank you for your email.
Although resources prevent us from attending the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development
Plan Stakeholder Meeting, please see the below general advice on your Neighbourhood Plan.
Government planning policy, within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), identifies
how the planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction and creating
healthy, inclusive communities. Encouraging communities to become more physically active through
walking, cycling, informal recreation and formal sport plays an important part in this process.
Providing enough sports facilities of the right quality and type in the right places is vital to achieving
this aim. This means that positive planning for sport, protection from the unnecessary loss of sports
facilities, along with an integrated approach to providing new housing and employment land with
community facilities is important.
It is essential therefore that the neighbourhood plan reflects and complies with national planning
policy for sport as set out in the NPPF with particular reference to Pars 73 and 74. It is also important
to be aware of Sport England’s statutory consultee role in protecting playing fields and the
presumption against the loss of playing field land. Sport England’s playing fields policy is set out in
our Planning Policy Statement: ‘A Sporting Future for the Playing Fields of England’.
http://www.sportengland.org/playingfieldspolicy
Sport England provides guidance on developing planning policy for sport and further information
can be found via the link below. Vital to the development and implementation of planning policy is the
evidence base on which it is founded.
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/forward-planning/
Sport England works with local authorities to ensure their Local Plan is underpinned by robust and up
to date evidence. In line with Par 74 of the NPPF, this takes the form of assessments of need and
strategies for indoor and outdoor sports facilities. A neighbourhood planning body should look to
see if the relevant local authority has prepared a playing pitch strategy or other indoor/outdoor sports
facility strategy. If it has then this could provide useful evidence for the neighbourhood plan and save
the neighbourhood planning body time and resources gathering their own evidence. It is important
that a neighbourhood plan reflects the recommendations and actions set out in any such strategies,
including those which may specifically relate to the neighbourhood area, and that any local
investment opportunities, such as the Community Infrastructure Levy, are utilised to support their
delivery.
Where such evidence does not already exist then relevant planning policies in a neighbourhood plan
should be based on a proportionate assessment of the need for sporting provision in its area.
Developed in consultation with the local sporting and wider community any assessment should be
used to provide key recommendations and deliverable actions. These should set out what provision
is required to ensure the current and future needs of the community for sport can be met and, in turn,
be able to support the development and implementation of planning policies. Sport England’s
guidance on assessing needs may help with such work.
http://www.sportengland.org/planningtoolsandguidance
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If new or improved sports facilities are proposed Sport England recommend you ensure they are
fit for purpose and designed in accordance with our design guidance notes.
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/tools-guidance/design-and-cost-guidance/
Any new housing developments will generate additional demand for sport. If existing sports facilities
do not have the capacity to absorb the additional demand, then planning policies should look to
ensure that new sports facilities, or improvements to existing sports facilities, are secured and
delivered. Proposed actions to meet the demand should accord with any approved local plan or
neighbourhood plan policy for social infrastructure, along with priorities resulting from any
assessment of need, or set out in any playing pitch or other indoor and/or outdoor sports facility
strategy that the local authority has in place.
In line with the Government’s NPPF (including Section 8) and its Planning Practice Guidance (Health
and wellbeing section), links below, consideration should also be given to how any new
development, especially for new housing, will provide opportunities for people to lead healthy
lifestyles and create healthy communities. Sport England’s Active Design guidance can be used to
help with this when developing planning policies and developing or assessing individual proposals.
Active Design, which includes a model planning policy, provides ten principles to help ensure the
design and layout of development encourages and promotes participation in sport and physical
activity. The guidance, and its accompanying checklist, could also be used at the evidence gathering
stage of developing a neighbourhood plan to help undertake an assessment of how the design and
layout of the area currently enables people to lead active lifestyles and what could be improved.
NPPF Section 8: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/8-promotinghealthy-communities
PPG Health and wellbeing section: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/health-and-wellbeing
Sport England’s Active Design Guidance: https://www.sportengland.org/activedesign
(Please note: this response relates to Sport England’s planning function only. It is not associated with
our funding role or any grant application/award that may relate to the site.)
If you need any further advice, please do not hesitate to contact Sport England using the contact
details below.
Yours sincerely,
Planning Admin Team
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Severn Trent Water
Dear Sir/Madam,
Thank you for inviting Severn Trent Water to the Invitation to Witherley Parish Neighbourhood
Development Plan Stakeholder Meeting.
Unfortunately, we will be unable to attend, however please keep us informed as your plans develop and
when appropriate we will be able to offer a more detailed comments and advice.
We have attached some general information and advice for your information.
Best Wishes,

26 March 2018

Our ref: Witherley 1
Dear Sir/Madam
Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your consultation. We currently have no specific comments to
make, but please keep us informed when your plans are further developed when we will be able to offer
more detailed comments and advice.
For your information we have set out some general guidelines that may be useful to you.
Position Statement

As a water company we have an obligation to provide water supplies and sewage treatment capacity for
future development. It is important for us to work collaboratively with Local Planning Authorities to provide
relevant assessments of the impacts of future developments. For outline proposals we are able to provide
general comments. Once detailed developments and site specific locations are confirmed by local councils,
we are able to provide more specific comments and modelling of the network if required. For most
developments we do not foresee any particular issues. Where we consider there may be an issue we would
discuss in further detail with the Local Planning Authority. We will complete any necessary improvements to
provide additional capacity once we have sufficient confidence that a development will go ahead. We do this
to avoid making investments on speculative developments to minimise customer bills.
Sewage Strategy

Once detailed plans are available and we have modelled the additional capacity, in areas where sufficient
capacity is not currently available and we have sufficient confidence that developments will be built, we will
complete necessary improvements to provide the capacity. We will ensure that our assets have no adverse
effect on the environment and that we provide appropriate levels of treatment at each of our sewage
treatment works.
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Surface Water and Sewer Flooding

We expect surface water to be managed in line with the Government’s Water Strategy, Future Water. The
strategy sets out a vision for more effective management of surface water to deal with the dual pressures of
climate change and housing development. Surface water needs to be managed sustainably. For new
developments we would not expect surface water to be conveyed to our foul or combined sewage system
and, where practicable, we support the removal of surface water already connected to foul or combined
sewer.
We believe that greater emphasis needs to be paid to consequences of extreme rainfall. In the past, even
outside of the flood plain, some properties have been built in natural drainage paths. We request that
developers providing sewers on new developments should safely accommodate floods which exceed the
design capacity of the sewers.
To encourage developers to consider sustainable drainage, Severn Trent currently offer a 100% discount on
the sewerage infrastructure charge if there is no surface water connection and a 75% discount if there is a
surface water connection via a sustainable drainage system. More details can be found on our website
https://www.stwater.co.uk/building-and-developing/regulations-and-forms/application-forms-andguidance/infrastructure-charges/
Water Quality

Good quality river water and groundwater is vital for provision of good quality drinking water. We work
closely with the Environment Agency and local farmers to ensure that water quality of supplies are not
impacted by our or others operations. The Environment Agency’s Source Protection Zone (SPZ) and Safe
Guarding Zone policy should provide guidance on development. Any proposals should take into account the
principles of the Water Framework Directive and River Basin Management Plan for the Severn River basin unit
as prepared by the Environment Agency.
Water Supply

When specific detail of planned development location and sizes are available a site specific assessment of the
capacity of our water supply network could be made. Any assessment will involve carrying out a network
analysis exercise to investigate any potential impacts.
We would not anticipate capacity problems within the urban areas of our network, any issues can be
addressed through reinforcing our network. However, the ability to support significant development in the
rural areas is likely to have a greater impact and require greater reinforcement to accommodate greater
demands.
Water Efficiency

Part G of Building Regulations specify that new homes must consume no more than 125 litres of water per
person per day. We recommend that you consider taking an approach of installing specifically designed water
efficient fittings in all areas of the property rather than focus on the overall consumption of the property. This
should help to achieve a lower overall consumption than the maximum volume specified in the Building
Regulations.
We recommend that in all cases you consider:
•
•
•
•

Single flush siphon toilet cistern and those with a flush volume of 4 litres.
Showers designed to operate efficiently and with a maximum flow rate of 8 litres per minute.
Hand wash basin taps with low flow rates of 4 litres or less.
Water butts for external use in properties with gardens.
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To further encourage developers to act sustainably Severn Trent currently offer a 100% discount on the clean
water infrastructure charge if properties are built so consumption per person is 110 litres per person per day
or less. More details can be found on our website
https://www.stwater.co.uk/building-and-developing/regulations-and-forms/application-forms-andguidance/infrastructure-charges/
We would encourage you to impose the expectation on developers that properties are built to the optional
requirement in Building Regulations of 110 litres of water per person per day.
We hope this information has been useful to you and we look forward in hearing from you in the near future.

Natural England
For the attention of Jhanvi Shukla
Please find Natural England’s response in relation to the above mentioned consultation attached
herewith.
We welcome your feedback on Natural England’s revised standing advice. Please provide comments and
suggested improvements regarding usability, quality of content and its clarity and effectiveness as a tool
in guiding decision-making using the text box on the attached customer feedback form. Alternatively
email your feedback directly to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.
Kind regards

Date: 02 February 2018 Our ref: 237672 BY EMAIL ONLY
Hornbeam House Crewe Business Park Electra Way Crewe Cheshire CW1 6JC
Invitation to Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Stakeholder Meeting
Thank you for your invitation to attend the above meeting in connection with your proposed
Neighbourhood Development Plan. Unfortunately, Natural England will be unable to send a
representative as our resources are limited and it is not possible to accept all such invitations.
We would like to take this opportunity to provide you with information sources you may wish to use in
developing your plan or order, and to highlight some of the potential environmental risks and
opportunities that neighbourhood plans or orders may present. We have set this out in the annex to
this letter.
Natural England’s role Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is
to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of
present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. Your local planning
authority should be able to advise you on if and when we should be consulted further on your
neighbourhood plan or order.
Planning policy for the natural environment Neighbourhood plans and orders present significant
opportunities, but also potential risks, for the natural environment. Your proposals should be in line
with the National Planning Policy Framework. The key principles are set out in paragraph 109:
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The planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by:
protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological conservation interests and soils;
recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services;
minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where possible,
contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity, including by
establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;
You should also consider the natural environment policies in your area’s Local Plan. Your
neighbourhood plan or order should be consistent with these, and you may decide that your plan
should provide more detail as to how some of these policies apply or are interpreted locally.
The attached annex sets out sources of environmental information and some natural environment
Page 2 of 5
issues you may wish to consider as you develop your neighbourhood plan or order.
We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a feedback
form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.
Page 3 of 5
Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural environment: information, issues and
opportunities
Natural environment information sources:
The Magic1 website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for
your plan area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification,
Ancient Woodland, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks
(England), National Trails, Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey
base map) and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones). Local
environmental record centres may hold a range of additional information on the natural environment.
A list of local record centres is available here2.
Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of
them can be found here3. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest,
on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authority should be able to
supply you with the locations of Local Wildlife Sites.
National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area
is defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and
economic activity. NCA profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental
opportunity, which may be useful to inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found
here4.
There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a tool to help
understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that
give it a sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area. Your local
planning authority should be able to help you access these if you can’t find them online.
If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out
useful information about the protected landscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant
National Park Authority or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty website.
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General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under
’landscape’) on the Magic5 website and also from the LandIS website6, which contains more
information about obtaining soil data.
Natural environment issues to consider
The National Planning Policy Framework7 sets out national planning policy on protecting and
enhancing the natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance8 sets out supporting guidance.
Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential
impacts of your plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental
assessments.
Landscape
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
http://www.nbn-nfbr.org.uk/nfbr.php
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551
http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/protectandmanage/habsandspeci
esimportance.asp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decisionmaking
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/6
http://www.landis.org.uk/index.cfm 7
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/natural-environment/
Page 4 of 5
Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes.
You may want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as
ponds, woodland or dry-stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can
respect and enhance local landscape character and distinctiveness.
If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a
landscape assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most
appropriate sites for development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the
landscape through careful siting, design and landscaping.
Wildlife habitats:
Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats
(listed here9), such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland10. If there are likely to
be any adverse impacts you’ll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as
a last resort, compensated for.
Priority and protected species:
You’ll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here11) or
protected species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here12 to help
understand the impact of particular developments on protected species.
Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land:
Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. It is a growing
medium for food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and
a buffer against pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek to use areas of poorer
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quality agricultural land in preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning Policy
Framework para 112. For more information, see our publication Agricultural Land Classification:
protecting the best and most versatile agricultural land13.
Improving your natural environment:
Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment. If you are
setting out policies on new development or proposing sites for development, you may wish to
consider identifying what environmental features you want to be retained or enhanced or new
features you would like to see created as part of any new development. Examples might include:
Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.
Restoring a neglected hedgerow.
Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.
Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.
Think about how lighting can be best managed to encourage wildlife.
Adding a green roof to new buildings.
You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by:
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/
http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/
http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiv
ersity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/35012
Page 5 of 5
Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure
Strategy (if one exists) in your community.
Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies
or enhance provision.
Identifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance on this 14).
Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower
strips in less used parts of parks, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency).
Planting additional street trees.
Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back hedges,
improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create
missing links.
Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor
condition, or clearing away an eyesore).
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Health & Safety Executive
Please find attached HSEs response for your information
Witherley Parish Council
Hazardous Installations Directorate
John Moran
CEM HD5E 2.2 Redgrave Court Merton Road BOOTLE L20 7HS
LOCAL.PLANS.CEMHD.5@hse.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.hse.gov.uk/
Dr J Neilson – Head of Unit Date:6 February 2018
BY EMAIL
Dear Sir/Madam
CONSULTATION ON YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN – REPRESENTATIONS BY HSE
Thank you for your recent email regarding the stakeholder meeting for Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Plan.
I can confirm that HSE will not be attending this event.
When consulted on land use planning matters, HSE where possible will make representations to ensure that
compatible development within the consultation zones of major hazard establishments and major accident
hazard pipelines (MAHPs) is achieved.
HSE acknowledges that early consultation can be an effective way of alleviating problems due to incompatible
development at the later stages of the planning process, and that we may be able to provide advice on
development compatibility as your plan progresses. Therefore, we would like to be consulted further on
neighbourhood plan documents where detailed land allocations and use class proposals are made; e.g. site
specific allocations of land in development planning documents. Please send any future request for
consultation to:
The Administrator – Local Plans HID CEM HD5 Health and Safety Executive 2.2 Redgrave Court Merton Road
Bootle Merseyside L20 7HS
or by e-mail to: LOCAL.PLANS.CEMDH.5@hse.gsi.gov.uk
If you have any questions about the content of this letter, please contact us at the address given.
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The Environment Agency
Hello,
Unfortunately, the Environment Agency will be unable to attend your stakeholder event on Tuesday
evening. However, please find attached completed questionnaire and also a map of your Neighbourhood
Plan area showing the environmental constraints (flood maps and main rivers).

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan
Stakeholder Issues & Opportunities Consultation
Name
(Optional)
Organisation
(Optional)

The Environment Agency

Stakeholder Type
(Please select)

 Business  Landowner/Representative  Developer
X Gov’t Agency
 Community Group  Parish Council  Service Provider

To support the development of the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan we
would be grateful if you would provide us with information on any Issues, Opportunities, or
Comments that you might have as a stakeholder, in relation to the focus areas listed below.
Any information you provide will be utilised by the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood
Development Plan Steering Group to help inform the ongoing development of the Plan.
Thank you.
Topic

Issues, Opportunities or Comments for you or your organisation

History & Heritage

Open Spaces
&
Environment

(Please refer to the constraints map accompanying this form).
Development should be steered away from the areas of land
identified as being at flood risk (shown in light and dark). Only when it
can be demonstrated that there are no other reasonably available
sites at lower flood risk should these areas be considered. The prior
written consent of the Environment Agency may be required for any
works within 8 metres of the Rivers Anker and Witherley Brook.

Facilities & Services
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APPENDIX 1 – Stakeholder Flyer
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APPENDIX 2 – Workshop Presentations
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APPENDIX 3 – Stakeholder Sign in Sheets
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APPENDIX 4 – Stakeholder Consultee List
Statutory Consultation Bodies
DCLG
HBBC
Leicestershire County Council
North Warwickshire Borough Council
Atherstone Town Council
Witherley Parish Council
Warwickshire County Council
Higham on the Hill Parish Council
Hartshill Parish Council
Mancetter Parish Council
Caldecote Parish Council
Sheepy Parish Council
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council
Homes and Communities Agency
Ancient Monuments Society
Natural England
LLEP
The Environment Agency
CPRE Leicestershire
Historic England
The Coal Authority
Network Rail
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Health & Safety Executive
Highways England
Western Power Distribution
BT Openreach
Mobile Operators Association
Three
EE Corporate and Financial Affairs Dept
Land use Planning Dept Vodafone
N07 Bus Partnership
Roberts Coaches N07 Bus
West Leicestershire CCG
Atherstone Surgery
Midlands Rural Housing
National Grid
British Gas Business
British Gas Connections Ltd
Severn Trent Water
Federation of Small Businesses
Country Land & Business Association
National Farmers Union
GATE (Gypsy & Traveller Equality)
Vista Blind
Action Deafness
Leicestershire Centre for Integrated Living
Mosaic
Age UK Leicestershire & Rutland
Interfaith Forum for Leicestershire
Voluntary Action LeicesterShire
Sport England
Leicester-Shire & Rutland Sport
Police - Local Police Unit
Leicestershire Fire & Rescue
East Midlands Ambulance Service

Witherley Stakeholders
Atherstone Hunt
Access Cleaning (Midlands Ltd)
R.W. Trivett
Witherley CE Primary School
The Old House B&B
Stuart Liggins, Electrician
NRS Waste Care LTD
Witherley Boarding Kennels & Cattery
The Hon Shane O’neill
Centurion Services ltd
J. R. Brothwell
R.D. Hunt

Atherstone Hunt Kennels (Gareth Holland)
Mythe Services
Le Neveu & partners
The Blue Lion
Witherley Football Club
St Peter's Church
Copper Kettle Café
Witherley W.I
Witherley Memorial Playing Fields Trust
Glebe Farm
T.C. & C.A. Harding
The Dawson Family
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Fenny Drayton Stakeholders
Extra Room Self Storage Bowen's
Bodywork
Adrian Young, Mortgages
Beauty Spot
SOS Feet Mobile Foot Clinic
Mike Anthony Photography
Jeremy Howells Photography
Pooch & Pals
Specialist Will Writing Co
Clarity Therapy, Ryan Vigor-Justin
Countrywide Stores
Drayton Grange Farm
R.D, G.R & B.R Williams
Ratcliffe Culey
Protherm Controls
Root2lean Business Management
Olive Catering Services Ltd
Manor Farm
Post Office
The Gate Inn
Driscoll Electrical Contractors Ltd
Lime Tree Caravan Park
Autolec (David Russell)
Peak Property Maintenance
One LBJ

Nuneaton Property Services
Story Telling, Entertainers
Corbishley Forbes, Estate Agents
Diane Mccormick, Chiropodists
GH Counselling
A.R. & C.L. Brittain
Willow Farm Livery
Williams Family, Farmers
The Royal Redgate Pub
Art Fabrications
St Michael & All Angels Church
John Locke

E. T. & B. Lowe
C. M. Wykes
Woodbank Developments
Ratcliffe Farms Ltd
Gov'nors Bridge Motorcycles
P & M Garland
David Garland
Atherstone Nuneaton Caravan Parks
Mac Tools,
David Cartwright
Andrew Howley

APPENDIX 5 – Apologies / Acknowledgments Received
Apologies / Acknowledgments Received
Atherstone Hunt Kennels
The Blue Lion
The Old House B&B
Leicestershire County Council
Natural England
Health & Safety Executive
Severn Trent Water

Chiropodists
The Gate Inn
HBBC
Hartshill Parish Council
The Environment Agency
No7 bus partnership – Llynda Baugh
Sport England
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Rural Community Council (Leicestershire & Rutland)
Charity No. 1077645 Company No. 3665974

T: (0116) 266 2905
E: info@ruralcc.org.uk
W: www.ruralcc.org.uk
Community House,
133, Loughborough Road,
Leicester, LE4 5LQ

