Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan

Appendix vii –Community Communication
Examples of publicity materials and engagement methods, both traditional and digital,
employed during plan making to ensure maximum reach across Witherley Parish.
29 November 2016

Public events were held to gauge appetite and demand in the Parish for a Neighbourhood Plan to
help shape future development and growth and subsequently form a working group.

Notices and copies of monthly Parish Council Minutes have been displayed on Parish Noticeboards
in each of the four settlements since the early phases of the Plan making process.
Parish Council Minutes – 10 November 2016
Parish Council Minutes – 8 December 2016

5 September 2017

Inaugural Steering Group Meeting, Parish Room, Witherley - officers elected
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October 2017 – Logo Design
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A competition was organised for pupils at Witherley C of E Primary School
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The NDP Chairman, Kay Conway, engaged with pupils and staff at the primary school. Participants were
awarded a certificate and entries exhibited at the Public Open Consultation Events in November 2017. The
winning logo, considered a symbol of our future parishioners, emblazons all of our NDP Communications to
make them easily identifiable.

October 2017 - Online Communication Channels Established

Website
A dedicated NDP Page was created on a newly designed Witherley Parish Council Website
www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The side bar of the website links to a dedicated NDP page and encourages public involvement and is visible
not only on the Home Page but all associated pages. The dedicated NDP page is kept up-to-date with
regular posts about Plan progress and Events.
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Facebook Page Created
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Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan
17, 23 and 25 November 2017

Public Open Consultation Events – Leaflets
Want to find out more and get involved?
Examples of topics to be covered at the Drop-in Events are:
Development, housing (what type and design); transport and
access (including roads, cycling, walking and disabled access);
provision for businesses to set up or expand; protection/creation
of open spaces; leisure facilities; history and heritage.

We need your views……..
How to give your comments:
1.
2.
3.

Come along to one of the Drop-in Events detailed on the
front of this leaflet.
Email your views to witherleyparishndp@gmail.com
Write your views in the box below and put through the
letterbox of the address that’s most convenient to you:

•

15Kennel Lane, Witherley

•

‘Farnworth’, Quaker Close, Fenny Drayton

•

5 Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey

•

Hall Farm House, Atterton Lane, Atterton

Your views are vital to this process. Further comments can
be added by attaching an extra piece of paper.

WITHERLEY PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT
PLAN
DROP-IN EVENTS
This first stage of consultation forms part of the process to
produce a Neighbourhood Development Plan for Witherley,
Fenny Drayton, Ratcliffe Culey and Atterton.
The information and views gathered will be used to start
building the evidence to inform the contents of the plan and
help to ensure that it represents the needs and views of the
local community.

What is Neighbourhood Planning?
Neighbourhood planning is a new process within the reformed
Town and Country Planning System. It has been agreed by
Government through the Localism Act, which provides the
community with an opportunity to influence the planning and
development of their area by producing a statutory planning
document. Once made it will be used to help inform decisions in
relation to future planning applications across the parish. The
Neighbourhood Development Plan will allow those who live, work
and have a business in the area to have a say on:
• What

like

type of development is needed and what it should look

• The

most appropriate places for new homes, shops, offices,
leisure facilities and other developments to be located.

• Which

important green spaces and other important areas
should be protected.

• What

improvements or additions to local facilities and
services will be required alongside any development.

WITHERLEY PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT
PLAN
DROP-IN EVENTS
The Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Steering
Group is hosting Community Consultation Events on:

Friday 17th November 2017, 3pm - 7pm
Witherley, Football Club
(Light refreshments available)

Thursday 23rd November 2017, 3pm - 7pm
Ratcliffe Culey, All Saints Church
(Light refreshments available)

Saturday 25th November 2017, 10am - 1pm
Fenny Drayton, St Michael & All Angels Church
(Light refreshments available)

Your chance to help plan the future
of where you live

Why Do We Need a Plan?
In theory, planning should always give local communities a say
in decisions that affect them. However, in practice, people have
often found it hard to get their voice heard.
The Neighbourhood Planning process will result in the production
of a legally recognised document that will be used to ensure that
the needs, views and priorities of the local community are fully
considered when assessing future planning applications and
proposed developments within the area.
A Neighbourhood Development Plan provides a great opportunity
for you to have more influence on how Witherley, Fenny Drayton,
Ratcliffe Culey & Atterton will change over time. Your local
knowledge and good sense of what should be protected and
what needs to change can now really make a difference.

Who is Producing the plan?
The production of the Witherley Parish Neighbourhood
Development Plan is being led by a Steering Group of local
volunteers who live, work or do business in the area. They are
developing the plan with the full support of the Witherley Parish
Council which is the lead body.
The success of the plan will rely on on-going consultation, input
and support from local residents, businesses, landowners and
other organisations active within the parish.
Opportunities will be provided for ALL members of the
community to engage in and inform the production of the plan.
If you would like to get involved, have your say on future
development and help to plan for the future of the Parish, come
along to any of these events and give us your views.

Leaflet hand distributed to households, displayed on noticeboards and online platforms.
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Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan

Update

27 February 2018

Stakeholder Meeting, Parish Room Witherley

NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLANNING

WITHERLEY PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT
PLAN

Your Chance to Help Plan the Future
Development of the Parish.
Map of the designated area

STAKEHOLDER
CONSULTATION MEETING
6PM—8PM (5.45pm Sign-in)
TUESDAY 27th FEBRUARY 2018
Witherley Parish Rooms
By invitation of
Witherley Parish
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group
Supported by Witherley Parish Council
Further information can be found on the Parish Council
website or by contacting us via email
witherleyparishndp@gmail.com
http://www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhooddevelopment-plan.html

https://www.facebook.com/WPNDP/

With the help of the Rural Communities Council, businesses and organisations in the Parish were identified
and an invitation sent by email to a Stakeholder Consultation Meeting.
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November 2018

R ATC
ON •
LIF

FE

C

U

N

YT
RA

YT
RA

R ATC
ON •
LIF

FE

C

U

FE

N

D

Y

Y

WITHERLEY PARISH NDP

SURVEY
Tell us what you want and don’t want
for our Parish in the future
From what you tell us, we’ll write
the Neighbourhood Development
Plan to future-proof
our Parish
When the survey arrives PLEASE
take the time to fill it in, or complete
it online
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A paper copy of the Household Survey was hand delivered by volunteers to every household in
the Parish. The Survey was able be filled in online if preferred and in addition, we encouraged all
young children and teenagers to complete a Young Person’s Survey available online.
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HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
Your chance to shape the future
of where you live

Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan

IF YOU HAVE FAMILY MEMBERS 17 OR UNDER IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD, THEY
CAN FILL IN THEIR OWN SURVEY AT: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/xxxxx
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WITHERLEY PARISH NDP

SURVEY
We are collecting them
THIS WEEKEND
(Saturday 1st/Sunday 2nd December)
Not going to be in? Please deliver
your completed survey to:
15 Kennel Lane, Witherley
10 Drayton Lane, Fenny Drayton
Hall Farm House, Atterton
5 Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey

If you would like any assistance with completing this survey or need more paper copies,
please contact Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group by
telephone: 07711 764664 or by e-mail: witherleyparishndp@gmail.com

4 March 2019
Recruitment to Theme Groups - Invitation to Event
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TO MAKE THE PROCESS EASIER AND QUICKER, WE’VE CREATED AN
ELECTRONIC VERSION OF THIS SURVEY. SO, IF YOU PREFER YOU CAN FILL
IT IN ONLINE AT: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/witherley BUT PLEASE ONLY
FILL IN ONE SURVEY (not both the paper and electronic versions).
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So please help us by filling in this survey. It really is your chance to help shape the future
of our Parish - what we need and want in it AND what we don’t want and why. It is
going to every household in the Parish and can be filled in by anyone living here.
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Because it is simply the best way of ensuring that we have been consulted and our views
respected if any change is to come to Witherley Parish. Once an independent Planning
Inspector has reviewed the Draft Plan, it will go to a referendum of all residents and, if
voted for, will finally be ratified by the Secretary of State. When that happens, it
becomes a legally binding document that must be taken into account in all planning
decisions. The lifetime of the Plan is initially 15 years but will be regularly reviewed.
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Why do we need a Neighbourhood Development Plan?
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We ask you to put your name on your completed survey to identify you as a parishioner
but, if you prefer, you can remain anonymous. However, we do need to know which
village you live in and your postcode.
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All residents of Witherley Parish aged 18 and over are being asked to complete this
survey. There’s a separate version for young people aged 17 and under. Your
participation in this survey, together with your individual responses to the questions
asked, will be kept confidential and no one will be identifiable in any published
results.

NE

It is really important that everyone contributes their views so that the Plan truly reflects
the collective view of the community as best it can. We have the chance to make
decisions for Witherley Parish’s future rather than leaving it to others. Let’s make sure we
make the most of the opportunity. This Survey is an important part of the process.
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The creation of a Neighbourhood Development Plan provides all of us who live in the
Parish of Witherley - whether in Atterton, Fenny Drayton, Ratcliffe Culey or Witherley –
with an opportunity to express our opinion on what makes where we live special and how
we shape its future.

N

Your Parish, your future……..

Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan

Witherley Neighbourhood Plan Event Programme
4 March 2019. Time 7:30 pm
Witherley Parish Room
Activity

Who?

7:30 pm - Welcome from Chair

Kay

7:35 pm - Overview of Neighbourhood Planning

Gary

7:45 pm - Progress of Neighbourhood Plan

Kay

7:55 pm - Introduction to next stage

Gary

8:00 pm – Small group discussion

All

Participants will split up into their preferred groups – 1) Housing and the built environment, 2) Natural
and Historic Environment, 3) Accessibility and transport; community facilities, economic growth.
The purpose of the first meeting will be to introduce each other, explaining your interest in the topic;
discussing the issues under consideration and brainstorming issues for the Parish, exchanging contact
details (telephone numbers and email addresses) and fixing a date for the first full meeting of each
group.
Groups will need to appoint a note taker and a lead member to feedback to the Advisory Committee.
The work of each of the groups is due to be completed within approximately 4 months.

9:15 - 9:30 pm - departure
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July 2019
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The Housing Theme Group, tasked with developing and recommending policies to meet an
identified need for ten homes, consulted landowners within the Parish Boundary seeking their
views on any parcels of land which could potentially fulfil some, or all, of the need identified.
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will be Affordable Housing; and secondly, whether you think your land may be suitable for the building of
some or all of these ten properties.
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We would be grateful if you would complete and return the enclosed pro-forma as soon as convenient. At
this stage we are undertaking an open “call for sites” within land you own that could accommodate 3 or
more separate independent dwellings, either within or adjacent to the current settlement envelopes. A site
will be for three or more units and will have to provide a minimum of 50% Affordable Housing, for
example, a site of 5 dwellings would provide 2 open market units and 3 affordable housing units. (For
clarification purposes a site of 3 dwellings would require 2 open market units and 1 affordable housing
unit, and a 4-dwelling site would require 2 open market units and 2 affordable housing units, a 6-dwelling
site would require 3 open market and 3 affordable units etc)
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Dear Landowner,
Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019 – 2036

All initial responses will be treated in confidence and detailed information will only be available to the
Plan’s Theme and Steering Groups.

You may be aware that Witherley Parish Council is drawing up a Neighbourhood Development Plan (“the
Plan”) for Witherley Parish following the enactment of the Localism Act 2011. This Plan will influence and
shape future decisions over the growth and development of the parish for the next seventeen years. The
Plan is perhaps the most important planning policy process in a generation for this parish.

Please note that this is only an information gathering exercise at this point. Our aim is to understand each
Landowner’s preferences and we are not looking to support or deny any development proposals at this
stage. We aim to compile a comprehensive list of all areas of land that may be suitable to meet the housing
needs of the Plan.

The Plan is being developed by the Witherley Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group appointed by the Parish
Council, which in turn has set up three working theme groups to examine the key themes of the Plan
namely:
• Housing
• Infrastructure, Transport and Economic Development
• Environment and Heritage

Once we know where Landowners are willing to develop within Witherley parish, we can begin to assess
each site in order to consider those most suitable and desirable to fulfil the housing need of 10 units (five
affordable) by 2036. A sustainable site assessment process will be undertaken with professional support
and using the National Planning Policy Framework approach to allow a comparison of the sites.

These theme groups are made up of local people and have the job of making policy recommendations that
reflect the collective needs, wishes and aspirations of the community. To do this credibly and fairly, it is
necessary for consultation with all those who may be affected by the Plan. This process has already begun
with the completion of a parish wide survey and four public consultation and stakeholder events.

This sustainable site assessment will be based on evidence of housing needs, conformity with local
priorities and our obligations under housing plans for HBBC. The process will be transparent, consultative
with the community and Landowners to help shape the outcome and be documented. Please note that in
previous similar assessments much of the land assessed is not required for development in the Plan period.

We now write to you on behalf of the Housing Theme Group who are tasked with developing and
recommending policies for future housing development. These policies will consider housing need,
development sites, sizes of units, the housing mix, the tenure types and appearance of housing as well as
how such development can satisfy our obligations under Borough Council and National planning strategies.
They must do this in a manner that best accommodates the wishes of parish residents and meets the
policies drafted by the other two theme groups.

After sites are selected, the Plan will require formal acknowledgement by HBBC and the approval of an
Independent Neighbourhood Plan Examiner before a vote by parishioners in the form of a full referendum.
Once approved, the Plan remains a ‘living document’ and must be kept under review and
updated/refreshed on a regular basis. In other words, it will always be subject to the potential for future
change.
On completion, the enclosed form should be returned in the attached stamped and addressed envelope to
the Parish Council before the deadline of Monday 29th July.

The parish-wide Housing Needs Survey demonstrates the need for people to acquire smaller and/or
affordable housing. The emerging Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council (HBBC) Local Plan identifies
Witherley as a small village where development should be strictly controlled. Fenny Drayton and Ratcliffe
Culey are classified as Rural Hamlets where development will be confined to infill housing development.
HBBC has set no target for residential development anywhere in the Parish. However, evidence from a
parish-wide questionnaire and the three drop-in events shows that some small-scale housing development,
of various sizes, types and tenures will be required. So, we need to identify potential development sites
that will best meet these needs.

If you are aware that a landowner has not been approached or not received this letter, they should contact
the Parish Council.
Your help in this regard is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

It is expected that we will need to plan for an estimated total of 10 new homes across the parish of which 5
will be Affordable Housing, on sites of a minimum of 3 dwellings, each affordable dwelling having a
suggested maximum of three bedrooms. The appendix to this letter sets out the definitions of Affordable
Housing that we will require.

Councillor Brian Conway
Chairman, Witherley Parish Council

As an owner of land within the parish boundary (even where in the past HBBC has assessed that land for
development potential) we would like to invite you to engage with us so that, firstly, we can understand
your views on development that might fulfil some or all of the expected need of 10 new homes, 5 of which

Enc: Questionnaire, Affordable Housing Tenures, stamped-addressed envelope

WITHERLEY PARISH LANDOWNER QUESTIONNAIRE
Please note: all answers are voluntary but the more information given, the better informed we can be about your land which will be of benefit
when assessing each site for residential development potential. All information is without prejudice.
Name (s).................................................................................
Address................................................................................................................................................................................
Contact number……………………………………………………
Email……………………………………………
Question
1

Do you own land within the parish that could
accommodate three or more independent
residential units, to include a 50% affordable
housing site requirement?

YES

Comment

If your response is “no” there is no need to
complete further questions.

NO

Please return the form.

The minimum of 3 homes reflects accepted planning practice when issuing a “call for sites”.
2

Where is the land in question?

Please attach a marked map/diagram or
describe exact location and boundaries so we
can accurately identify the land referred to.

3

What is the size of the land in Hectares?

This will indicate a potential number of units
the land could yield.

4

Would you consider development on this
land either now or in the future?

5

9|Page

When would you prefer the development to
commence? (please circle all that are
appropriate)

YES

Within 5
years

Within 511 years

This will allow us to identify all possible sites
where owners would consider development.

NO

Within 1217 years

Other

This will give us an indication of how we might
allow development over the 17 year plan
period.

Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan

5

Is the land in single ownership?

6

If not, are all joint-owners supportive?

7

Has any proposal been informally discussed
with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough
Council?

8

9

10

Have you previously sought planning
permission for development on this land?

Are you aware of any potential site or
development constraints?

YES

NO

We need to identify all stakeholders for each
site.

YES

NO

Would other title holders agree to possible
development of the land?

YES

NO

This will inform us of the possible previous site
assessments which may be useful.

YES

NO

If a house has permission but is not yet built
this will affect the Neighbourhood Plan.
Similarly refused/withdrawn permissions are
relevant to site assessments.

YES

NO

Examples include flood risk, conservation area,
scheduled monument, wildlife habitats, tree
preservation orders.

If yes, please summarise constraint
We need to understand any matters that can
affect development of a potential site

11

If yes to Q9, have you commissioned any
specialist studies?

YES

NO

Any further comments?

2, 3 and 4 July 2019
Public Update Event

WITHERLEY PARISH
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT
PLAN
Would you like to find out what progress
we’re making on your Plan?
Did you know that the Borough Council
is publishing a Draft Local Plan
‘preferred options’ this Autumn?
What have we discovered about the
housing need in the Parish?
To find out, please come to any of these
meetings:
Tuesday 2nd July at 6-7pm in Witherley Parish Room
Wednesday 3rd July at 6-7pm in Ratcliffe Culey Church
Thursday 4th July at 6-7pm in Fenny Drayton Church

See you there!
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Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan
A face to face update meeting was arranged with notices placed on Parish Noticeboards and
online. A talk and slide presentation with public question time.
The Environment Group distributed questionnaires to aid evidence gathering.
‘Locals Knowledge’

Witherley Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan
Environment Theme Group

Witherley Neighbourhood Development Group
Witherley Parish Council

Our Wildlife needs your help
We are trying to gather as much evidence as possible on the wildlife present within Witherley Parish. We are asking
residents to help us as the more animals recorded the stronger our Plan will be. Please help us to record the wildlife
you have seen in your back garden or field(s) behind your house.
Address:- ______________________________________ This information is to record the data in the Plan. Under
GDPR no personal addresses will be published. This information will be kept strictly confidential.
In the last 12 months please circle all the animals & birds you have spotted from your house or garden.
Adder
Common lizard
Hare
Rabbit
Weasel

badger
damselfly
hedgehog
shrew

Bat
Dormouse
Mole
Slow worm

Bumblebee
fox
mouse
squirrel

Butterflies
Grass snake
Muntjac deer
Stoat

Barn owl
Collared dove
Dunnock
Greater spotted
woodpecker
Jay
Mallard

Blackbird
Coot / moorhen
Egret
Green
woodpecker
Kestrel
Mistel thrush

Buzzard
Corn bunting
Fieldfare
Grey partridge

Canada goose
Crow
Goldcrest
Heron

Chaffinch
Cuckoo
Gold finch
Jackdaw

Kingfisher
Pheasant

Lapwing
Red kite

Robin
Starling

Rook
Swan

Wagtail

Wren

Magpie
Red
legged
partridge
Skylark
Song thrush
Sparrow hawk
Swift / swallow / Tree or house Tit (Great, Blue,
house martin
sparrow
Coal, Long tailed)
Wood pigeon
Yellow hammer
Yellow wagtail

If in the last 12 months you have walked near the River Anker or River Sense please circle any of these creatures you
have spotted.
Chub
Newt
Spined loach

Bullhead fish
Otter
Stoneloach

Dace
Perch
Toad

Eel
Pike
Water vole

Gudgeon
Roach
White clawed crayfish

The members of the Neighbourhood Development Group are trying to find out local information from
residents living within the Parish. Please could you pass on information if you know anything about the
following topics. ‘Locals’ knowledge is a very good source of information and all the Group members
appreciate your help.
Q 1. Do you know of any books, publications, articles that mention routes that go through our Parish for
either:Walking routes

OR

cycling routes

OR

any routes for anything else?

These can be either local routes or a section of a longer County or country route.
Q 2. Do you know of any ‘local’ footpaths or bridleways around your village? We know the signed footpath
routes, Green Lane, from Ratcliffe Culey to Atterton and Cow Lane in Ratcliffe Culey. If there are any more
please let us know.
Q 3. Do you know of any historic or archaeological features within the Parish? Do you know of a mound in a
particular field or local piece of knowledge which gives a field it’s name. For example, there is a red clay bank
in the fields north of Ratcliffe Culey which is how the village was named, Red Cliff. If you have any other
anecdotes pass them on to us.
Q 4. Have you found any coins, pottery, etc in local fields? If so, could you send us information on what was
found, which field, when (month & year) plus any other relevant data. We do not wish to keep the item but
we would like to record it in the Plan as part of our evidence base.

A big thank you.
The members of the Group would prefer lots of residents to give us multiple pieces of information on a
historical mounds, statues, footpaths and so on, even if you think we should know. This is the only way we
can ensure as many features as possible are included in the Plan. If we don’t know it is in our Parish it will
not be recorded and receive the necessary protection, if needed.
Please call Helen on 01827 370 434 if you are unsure or email:- helenrb123@icloud.com

Please add any more animals, fish or birds that you have seen in the last 12 months with the location. For example
buzzards are regularly spotted along Main Road & Sibson Road towards the A444. For the fish please state if spotted
in the River Sense or River Anker.
We are also interested in any books, documents or records that list historical & archaeological features within our
Parish.
Thank you for helping to gather this wildlife data from all the members of Environment Theme Group, Witherley
Parish Neighbourhood Development Group.
Please post all replies through 5 Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey asap.

Feedback and Updates

Monthly articles continue to be written and posted to the Website, Facebook and three Parish
Magazines to update parishioners:

WITHERLEY PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
We held meetings in the three villages at the beginning of July, to explain to everyone
where we have got to with our evidence gathering for the Plan. The attendance was very
disappointing, but those who were there asked plenty of questions, and they were lively
meetings. However, the low attendance seemed to say that you are not concerned to find
out where we are and what has happened so far. How many times can I say, this is your
Parish, we want your input and thoughts, and you matter?
The Call for Sites has concluded with some interesting land being put forward in each
settlement. We have already been told by HBBC that planning for no housing in the Parish
is NOT an option. The Council has fallen below its 5 year land supply, which makes us
even more vulnerable. Therefore it is better that we plan exactly what we do want, where
and what it is. The Housing and Built Environment Group had already concluded that we
could build 10 new houses, 50% of which are to be affordable housing. There is a
possibility we could go further, build a few more, and thereby future-proof ourselves
against huge estates being forced on us. There is now a lot of work to do which includes
looking at the environmental impact that this would all have on the Parish. KC
August 2019
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Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan
The Theme Groups have been collating their research and evidence to write the first
draft of the Plan. The Environment Group were given an excellent presentation by
ecologist Dave Nicholls who has carried out an ecological and wildlife survey of the
Parish. We have some of the best hedgerows in Leicestershire apparently! His findings
will help inform how we preserve and conserve the landscape and the views we value so
much. The Housing Group is carrying out detailed assessments of potential sites put
forward by landowners. They have also made a start on a Design Guide, which will ask for
best practise in sustainability, use of materials and characteristics of buildings.
The Steering Group wishes to thank all the volunteer Field Walkers who have given up so
much of their free time to assess and accurately record the land around our settlements.
They have really worked hard over many months.
September 2019

20th, 22nd, 26th February 2020
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Public Informal Feedback Event
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WITHERLEY PARISH NDP

WHAT HOUSING
IS PLANNED
FOR
WITHERLEY?
Come to the Draft Plan
Drop-in events and find out!
Parish Room, Witherley
Thursday 20th February, 6.30pm–8.30pm
Fenny Drayton Church
Saturday 22nd February, 10am-12noon
Ratcliffe Culey Church
Wednesday 26th February, 6.30pm-8.30pm
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Monthly Feedback and Updates
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Conducting Regulation 14 Consultation during a Worldwide Pandemic
Extra communication measures - A Letter and Executive Summary mailed to every household

Witherley Parish Council
Serving the communities of Witherley, Fenny Drayton, Ratcliffe Culey and Atterton

Regulation 14 Has Begun!

Every household will receive an executive summary of the Draft Neighbourhood
Development Plan, and other documents are available on the Council’s website.
Please use this formal opportunity to state your thoughts and comment upon the
current Draft Plan.
The consultation period runs until midnight Friday 8th January 2021, so there is plenty
of time to consider the information and how it may impact upon the future of your
village and the parish.
How can you respond to this consultation?
To aid the processing of comments it would be appreciated if the Response Form
provided is used to register your comments. Other submissions are acceptable, for
example by letter or email but all must include a name, address and, if relevant, the
organisation you are representing.
Anonymous responses will not be accepted and any that are considered to contain
inappropriate language, defamation or are deemed to be offensive may not be
accepted.
Comments received after midnight on Friday 8th January 2021 will not be considered
in preparing the final document for submission to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough
Council.
Response Forms and comments in other formats can be submitted:
By Email to: witherleyparishreg14@outlook.com
By Post to: WPNDP c/o Parish Clerk, Cool Hill Farm, Sibson Road, Sheepy Parva,
Atherstone, CV9 3RE.

Parish Clerk
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Dear Parishioner,
Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
Witherley Parish Council is carrying out a seven-week public consultation on its Draft
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) beginning Friday 20th November 2020.
Members of the public and statutory consultees are invited to comment on the Draft Pre-submission
NDP and the evidence gathered to support the proposed policies. The draft Plan and associated
documentation will be available to view on the Witherley Parish Council website:
www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
As a result of the restrictions resulting from Covid-19, it is not possible for hard copies of the
documents to be available for viewing in person in selected venues in the Parish. So, to ensure that
as many residents as possible have an opportunity to take part in the consultation, the enclosed
Executive Summary of the draft NDP has been produced and every household in the Parish is
receiving a copy.
Important: Since the Executive Summary was printed, the site in Fenny Drayton has been
withdrawn by the landowner from inclusion in the NDP. Please ignore the reference on page 3 of
the Executive Summary to changes to the Fenny Drayton Settlement Boundary and proposed site
as they are no longer applicable. They will no longer feature in the Draft NDP available to view on
the Parish Council website.
If you wish to comment on the Draft NDP, a form is available on the Parish Council website for you
to download and submit by email or by post. If you do not have access to the internet and would like
a comment form sent to you, please contact the Parish Clerk on 01827 880548.
The deadline for receiving comments is Friday 8th January 2021. Representations received after this
date will not be considered in preparing the final document and supporting documentation for
submission to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council.
We want to know what you think about the draft Plan and we look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
Councillor Geoff Robinson
Chairman, NDP Committee
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Witherley Neighbourhood Plan – Executive Summary
1. Background
The opportunity to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) was established through
the 2011 Localism Act. Once the NDP has been formally ‘Made’ by Hinckley and Bosworth
Borough Council (HBBC), it will sit alongside the Borough’s Local Plan and all planning decisions
taken by HBBC will need to take the NDP’s policies into account.
NDPs represent the opportunity for local people to shape planning policy in their area and help to
make sure that planning decisions taken by HBBC reflect local issues and not just Borough-wide
concerns. Therefore, they add local detail to Borough-wide strategic planning policies.

2. Introduction
Witherley Parish Council took the decision to prepare a NDP in December 2016 and the whole of
the parish was formally designated by HBBC for neighbourhood planning purposes on 3 April
2017. The area covered by the NDP includes the whole of the Parish – incorporating Atterton,
Fenny Drayton, Ratcliffe Culey and Witherley.

Parish of Witherley - Designated Area

A Steering Group involving Parish Councillors and residents was formed which met regularly
throughout the process. We held initial open events for the community in November 2017 and
114 people attended. Consultation with stakeholders followed in February 2018 and a
questionnaire was distributed throughout the Parish in late 2018 which 339 residents took the
trouble to complete.
Three Theme Groups were established in March 2019 to identify the policies needed to deliver an
effective NDP for the Parish, looking at areas such as housing; the environment; community
facilities, employment and transport. Members of the Advisory Committee were joined by other
residents to progress this work. These groups continued to meet until early 2020. Further open
1|Page
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Dear Parishioner,
Regulation 14 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012
Witherley Parish Council is carrying out a seven-week public consultation on its Draft
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) beginning Friday 20th November 2020.
Members of the public and statutory consultees are invited to comment on the Draft Pre-submission
NDP and the evidence gathered to support the proposed policies. The draft Plan and associated
documentation will be available to view on the Witherley Parish Council website:
www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
As a result of the restrictions resulting from Covid-19, it is not possible for hard copies of the
documents to be available for viewing in person in selected venues in the Parish. So, to ensure that
as many residents as possible have an opportunity to take part in the consultation, the enclosed
Executive Summary of the draft NDP has been produced and every household in the Parish is
receiving a copy.
Important: Since the Executive Summary was printed, the site in Fenny Drayton has been
withdrawn by the landowner from inclusion in the NDP. Please ignore the reference on page 3 of
the Executive Summary to changes to the Fenny Drayton Settlement Boundary and proposed site
as they are no longer applicable. They will no longer feature in the Draft NDP available to view on
the Parish Council website.
If you wish to comment on the Draft NDP, a form is available on the Parish Council website for you
to download and submit by email or by post. If you do not have access to the internet and would like
a comment form sent to you, please contact the Parish Clerk on 01827 880548.
The deadline for receiving comments is Friday 8th January 2021. Representations received after this
date will not be considered in preparing the final document and supporting documentation for
submission to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council.
We want to know what you think about the draft Plan and we look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely,
Councillor Geoff Robinson
Chairman, NDP Committee
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Witherley Neighbourhood Plan – Executive Summary
1. Background
The opportunity to prepare a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) was established through
the 2011 Localism Act. Once the NDP has been formally ‘Made’ by Hinckley and Bosworth
Borough Council (HBBC), it will sit alongside the Borough’s Local Plan and all planning decisions
taken by HBBC will need to take the NDP’s policies into account.
NDPs represent the opportunity for local people to shape planning policy in their area and help to
make sure that planning decisions taken by HBBC reflect local issues and not just Borough-wide
concerns. Therefore, they add local detail to Borough-wide strategic planning policies.

2. Introduction
Witherley Parish Council took the decision to prepare a NDP in December 2016 and the whole of
the parish was formally designated by HBBC for neighbourhood planning purposes on 3 April
2017. The area covered by the NDP includes the whole of the Parish – incorporating Atterton,
Fenny Drayton, Ratcliffe Culey and Witherley.

Parish of Witherley - Designated Area

A Steering Group involving Parish Councillors and residents was formed which met regularly
throughout the process. We held initial open events for the community in November 2017 and
114 people attended. Consultation with stakeholders followed in February 2018 and a
questionnaire was distributed throughout the Parish in late 2018 which 339 residents took the
trouble to complete.
Three Theme Groups were established in March 2019 to identify the policies needed to deliver an
effective NDP for the Parish, looking at areas such as housing; the environment; community
facilities, employment and transport. Members of the Advisory Committee were joined by other
residents to progress this work. These groups continued to meet until early 2020. Further open
1|Page
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events took place in February 2020 enabling Parishioners to view draft policy statements and
make their comments on the Plan.
It is hoped that this Executive Summary of the NDP helps to reach everyone in the Parish and to
reinforce in plain English why we are preparing a NDP, how we are doing it and what it contains.
This is the first of two formal consultations where you have an opportunity to shape the final Plan.
Our vision for the Parish, to be realised by 2036 (the timeframe for the NDP) is as follows:
Witherley Parish, valuing its past and its rural identity but planning for the future.
In developing a shared vision, we shall have maintained and enhanced the rural character of
Witherley Parish, its heritage, green spaces and vistas. We shall have responded to the needs of its
residents by providing a high-quality living and working environment, and ensured that any
development is appropriate, sympathetic and better by innovative design.
These are the ways in which the vision shall be realised. We will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ensure that development takes place in the most sustainable locations;
encourage the right types of development that meets local needs;
protect important community facilities that are special to the local community;
promote good and innovative design;
facilitate appropriate employment opportunities;
enable the community to have good access to the surrounding countryside and
greenspaces;
safeguard open spaces that are important to the community and/or wildlife, and highlight
environmental features that must be protected where development does take place;
improve pedestrian and cycle connections within the Plan area and into the surrounding
areas.

3. Housing and the built environment
The policies in this section seek to shape residential development in line with locally important
issues. Although the Parish is not required to contribute to the supply of new housing across the
Borough, development will inevitably take place up to 2036 and the NDP has allocated two sites
for residential development to help safeguard other more sensitive areas and to afford greater
protection against inappropriate development.
During the process of preparing the NDP, a detailed, independently led, Site Sustainability
Assessment exercise was undertaken to determine the most suitable site amongst all those put
forward by landowners for development. This resulted in the identification of two sites to be
allocated through the NDP.
The first site is the former Atherstone Hunt Kennels on Kennel Lane Witherley. Here, a
sympathetic development of around 15 dwellings is proposed, including around 4 new dwellings
and the renovation of existing redundant buildings, avoiding harm to the local heritage assets and
incorporating around six units of affordable housing.

2|Page
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The second site is adjacent to the play area and Drayton Close at Fenny Drayton. This site will
accommodate around 10 dwellings and incorporate around four units of affordable housing.
These allocations are described in Policy H1 of the NDP.

Residential allocation at Witherley

Residential allocation at Fenny Drayton

Policy H2 identifies settlement boundaries for the larger settlements in the Parish, to distinguish
between where development is acceptable (subject to conformity with other Plan policies) and
where development will be carefully controlled. Smaller
settlements (Atterton and Ratcliffe Culey) are protected
from inappropriate development by policies covering
development in the countryside. In statutory planning
terms, land outside a defined settlement boundary,
including any individual or small groups of buildings and/or
small settlements,
is classed as open
countryside.
The policy says
that development
proposals will be
supported on sites
within the
settlement
boundaries where
Settlement Boundary Witherley
the proposal
complies with the
policies in this NDP. Housing development outside the

Settlement Boundary Fenny Drayton

3|Page
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settlement boundaries, in the countryside, is restricted to those categories of development
identified in the NPPF, Local Plan and this NDP.
The NDP can shape the type, size and location of new housing in the Parish – executive houses,
family houses or starter homes. It can specify expensive or affordable homes, specialist housing
for older people or people with support needs. It can also influence housing design and protect
locally important buildings from inappropriate development. It is recognised in the NDP that more
smaller houses (2-3 bedroomed and retirement housing) would help balance the housing stock.
Policy H3 supports development that provides a mix of housing to meet a locally identified need,
specifically dwellings of 3 bedrooms or fewer and single storey accommodation suitable for older
people.
Further development in the Parish throughout the Plan period will be restricted to windfall
development. Windfall sites are those not specifically identified through the Plan process and
which therefore come forward unexpectedly.
Policy H4 sets a range of conditions against which support for windfall development will be
judged. These include being within the Settlement Boundaries or adjacent to the Settlement
Boundary if on previously developed land; being well-integrated within the existing village; does
not result in the over development of the land; provides safe access; retains existing natural
boundaries and does not impact on the amenity of neighbours.
The Parish of Witherley has a long and interesting history, resulting in a wide array of heritage
assets, attractive landscapes and distinctive local character. A policy on design helps to maintain
this.
The biggest challenge facing the future of Witherley Parish is to balance the desire to protect the
character of its villages with the need for it to grow and evolve in a sensitive and proportionate
manner in order to sustain the community and its facilities.
Policy H5 on design seeks to reflect the design principles which the community believes will help
to achieve this aim. The overall aim is to retain the character of a unique and distinctive Parish.
This can be achieved by the use of the planning system to respond sensitively to the range of
historic buildings, structures and archaeology situated within the Parish.
The policy says development proposals should respond positively to the character and historic
context of existing developments within the Parish. However, it says that contemporary and
innovative materials and design will be supported where positive improvement can be robustly
demonstrated without detracting from the historic context. A design guide has been prepared
which proposals are required to have regard for where appropriate.

4. The natural and historic environment
The policies in this section identify and protect the most important environmental aspects of
Witherley Parish from inappropriate development. They have been informed by the completion of
an ‘environmental inventory’ of fields in the parish, compiled extensively by local people who have
measured each field against national criteria, resulting in a detailed catalogue of environmental
features.
4|Page

25 | P a g e

Witherley Neighbourhood Development Plan

Policy ENV1 designates the most important local environmental sites as ‘Local Green Spaces’.
These areas will be protected from
inappropriate development in perpetuity and
will be given the same level of protection in
planning terms as the Green Belt.
The fields selected for this designation are as
shown on the figure opposite and comprise St.
Peter’s churchyard, Witherley; Cottagers’
Piece, Witherley; All Saints churchyard, ‘The
Moat’ and children’s play area, Ratcliffe Culey
Lane setting lot 1, Ratcliffe Culey; St. Michael
and All Angels churchyard, Fenny Drayton
Other sites scored highly for their community
value. A total of 9 sites were identified, some
coming forward as part of the Local Plan
process.

Local Green Spaces

Policy ENV2 resists development on these sites unless the open space is replaced by an equivalent
space or the space itself is no longer needed by the community.
Policy ENV3 identifies other significant features that are present elsewhere in the Parish. The
features are detailed in the Environmental Inventory and represent features of environmental
significance. Any development proposal will need to take these features into account and will not
be supported unless it can be demonstrated that the benefit of the development outweighs the
harm caused. Policy ENV6 identifies similar structures with historic significance.
Policy ENV4 addresses biodiversity and habitat connectivity. It identifies wildlife corridors through
the Parish alongside the presence of bats and great crested newts and old and species-rich
hedgerows. Development will be required to safeguard these important habitats and species.
The importance of trees and woodland to the Parish is recognised in policy ENV5 which seeks to
protect them from felling or damage unless they present a safety risk. Where their destruction is
unavoidable, the provision of replacement trees or woodland will be required.
Policy ENV7 highlights local buildings and structures of heritage value in the Parish which do not
have statutory protection. 53 structures are identified as ’non-designated heritage assets’ and are
afforded, through the policy, a degree of protection in the planning system against inappropriate
development either to the structure itself or to its setting.
Ridge and Furrow fields are a rapidly diminishing resource. Policy ENV8 identifies the remaining
areas of Ridge and Furrow in the Parish and designates them as non-designated heritage assets.
Any development requiring a planning consent will have to demonstrate that the benefit of
development outweighs the harm. A similar balancing test is identified in Policy ENV9 for Lane
Setting Plots which are locally important.

5|Page
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14 views are identified across the
Parish as being of local importance and
policy ENV10 requires development to
respect these views and where possible
enhance them. Development that
would have an unacceptable impact on
these views, shown in the figure
alongside will not be supported.
Policy ENV11 resists development that
results in the loss of footpaths and
encourages new footpaths and
cycleways that connect to village
services.
Policy ENV12 sets the conditions that
will have to apply before renewable
energy proposals will be acceptable,
Important Views
and
Policy ENV13 seeks to mitigate against flood risk in the Parish by
setting conditions that will need to apply before development
will be acceptable.
Policy ENV14 established an Area of Separation within which any
development will need to be of an appropriate scale and type
and designed to maintain the separation between Witherley and
Atherstone (north).

5. Community Sustainability

Area of Separation

This chapter looks at aspects of village life including: - community facilities and assets; transport
and traffic and business and employment.
The NDP describes the wide range of community facilities in the parish and their importance to
the community. Policy CA1 resists the loss of these important facilities unless there is no longer
any need or demand for them, it is no longer economically viable or appropriate alternative
provision is made available. Policy CA2 supports the development of additional or enhanced
facilities as long as it does not generate unacceptable traffic movements or parking that cannot be
catered for on site, is of a suitable scale and takes into account the needs of people with
disabilities.
In support of improved broadband and telecommunications in the parish, policy CA3 requires new
development to have access to superfast broadband. Any above-ground installations must be
sympathetically located and away from open landscapes.
The NDP consultation exercises provided clear evidence of residents’ strong concerns regarding
traffic safety and absence of appropriate traffic management arrangements in the Parish.

6|Page
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Policy TR1 says all development must: be designed to minimise additional traffic generation and
movement; incorporate sufficient off-road parking; retain existing off-road parking provision;
provide any necessary improvements to site access and the highway network either directly or by
financial contributions; consider, where appropriate, the improvement and where possible the
creation of footpaths and cycleways and encourage traffic safety measures.
The growth of electric vehicles is recognised in Policy TR2 which requires new development to
provide charging points and supports communal vehicular charging points in the Parish where this
does not diminish existing parking provision.
Good employment opportunities in the Parish and the strength of the community go hand in
hand. Supporting the growth of employment opportunities in the Parish is therefore recognised as
an important theme of this NDP.
Policy BE1 supports the retention of existing businesses unless it can be demonstrated that the
premises in question is not viable and reasonable steps have been taken to let or sell the site for
business purposes for at least 12 months. Policy BE2 welcomes new businesses which are
appropriate for a community the size of Witherley Parish, do not create unacceptable levels of
traffic movement or increase noise or pollution levels that impact on nearby residential
properties. Business development should contribute to the character of the local area.
The growing importance of home working is recognised in Policy BE3 which supports home
extensions for business use where there are no resultant unacceptable traffic movements;
provide adequate parking and do not impact detrimentally on nearby residents.
Farm diversification is supported through policy BE4 where development which extends the range
and diversification of businesses is supported insofar as its use is appropriate for a rural location; it
respects local character; it does not generate traffic that cannot be accommodated by the road
system, provides adequate off-road parking and has no significant adverse impact on neighbours
or historic features.
The importance of tourism in Witherley Parish is recognised in policy BE5 which supports tourism
proposals where they do not have a detrimental impact on rural character, do not affect the
surrounding infrastructure, provide adequate parking, benefit the local community and uses,
where possible, existing buildings.

7. Community Actions
During the development of the NDP, a number of Community Actions were identified that would
help to improve our Parish and help satisfy wider community aspirations. They reflect future work
activities proposed be undertaken within the Parish which will involve a wide range of third parties
alongside the Parish Council to help improve the Parish in line with the outcome of community
consultation.
Community Actions are not planning policies and are not subject to Examination. They include:
•

Seeking support from relevant agencies for the reduction of the speed limit to 40mph
along the A444 Atherstone Road at Fenny Drayton to encompass the Fenn Lanes and
George Fox Lane junctions.
7|Page
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•
•

•

Exploring the feasibility of creating a Parish Circular Walk utilising the existing public
footpath network.
Exploring the potential for a Natural Flood Management Scheme with the Environment
Agency and local landowners in order to reduce the incidence of surface water flooding in
Witherley.
Continuing to work with Severn Trent and Leicestershire County Council to seek
improvements to the aged sewer and road drainage infrastructure throughout the Parish.

The following Community Actions will only be progressed if there are sufficient members of the
community willing to engage in the work and to lead the process:
•
•
•
•

Surveying and recording habitat features including woodland, trees and hedgerows.
Assessing the feasibility of creating a Community Orchard and a suitable location.
Exploring the practicality of having the Green Lane reclassified from a track to a bridleway.
Identifying unofficial footpaths in order to consider their potential for being declared
public rights of way.

8. Review
The NDP will be subject to formal review to ensure it remains a helpful tool in determining
planning applications. This is likely to occur when the HBBC Local Plan is updated, when housing
need changes or with amendments to national planning policy.

9. What Happens Now?
The NDP is now in the process of formal Pre-Submission consultation. Residents and a range of
local and national stakeholders will be able to comment on the draft NDP up to Tuesday 5th
January 2021. Once all comments have been considered, the NDP will be amended accordingly
and formally submitted to HBBC who will undertake their own six-week consultation and send the
NDP and all comments received to an Independent Examiner, who will consider the NDP against
local and national strategic planning policies and make recommendations for any changes felt to
be necessary.
Once the Examiner’s report has been accepted and the changes made, the final NDP will be put
before the community of Witherley Parish in a Referendum, and the NDP will pass or fail on the
basis of a simple majority.
Once the NDP is ‘Made’, it will be used by HBBC to determine planning applications in the Parish.
The full NDP, along with all appendices and supporting information, can be found on the
Witherley Parish Council website: www.witherleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
A response form is available on the website for you to comment on the draft Plan.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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