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Minutes of the Parish Meeting held at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 12th September 2013, 
At St Michael and All Saints Church, Fenny Drayton. 

 
PRESENT: Councillors: M Cook (Chair), D Woods, (Vice-Chair) A Wright, D Walker, A Brittain, R Alexander,                     
A Holder, C Harding, A Cartwright, A Forsyth (Clerk).   
  
APOLOGIES: Councillors B Conway and A Hampshire.  
 

WELCOME - The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and gave the format of the meeting. 
 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None. 

A618: PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – No members of public present. 
 

A619: APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES – Parish Meeting (July 2013) minutes agreed and 
signed. Proposed by Chair, Seconded by Cllr Woods. 
 
A620: UPDATES SINCE PREVIOUS MEETING - Clerk and Councillors discussed the current issues and 
the progress made. Issues still in hand are: 

 Dropped kerbs on A5. This work is to take place during financial year 2014/15.  

 Grit bins for Witherley and Fenny Drayton and bench in Rookery Close Fenny Drayton; we 
are still waiting for LCC to advise on our proposed suitable sites. 

 Orchard Close parking scheme – is in the consideration stages with HBBC.  

 Pot Hole on Atterton Lane really bad, has been reported. Opposite road side edge now 
crumbling away.  Still in hand with HCC Highways Dept. 

 New dog waste bin installed on Church Lane, Witherley. 
 

Atterton - Atterton notice board. Ordered and in hand with carpenter.  
Ratcliffe Culey – Nothing to update. 
Fenny Drayton –  

 There has been an incident of speeding through the village which resulted in a dog being 
killed.  

 Reports of dogs jumping up at children and users of the playing fields have resulted in the 
Parish Council to erect signs to request that all dogs should keep kept under control and 
on leads at all times while on the playing fields.  Clerk to action and contact Dog Warden to 
loan CCTV camera equipment. 

 It has been noted that there has been an increase in overweight vehicles travelling illegally 
through the village. If villagers see such vehicles using the village as a cut through please 
note the day and time of the incident, the vehicle registration number or company vehicle 
number, and any company name or logo. Report it to any Councillor, the Parish Clerk or 
email it to weight.restricted@leicstershire.pnn.police.uk include all the relevant 
information and copy the Parish Clerk to parishclerk@witherleyparishcouncil.org.uk. 

 It was noted that the boundary fence of the Old Rectory is collapsing into the road.  Clerk 
to contact Highways Inspector. 

 Swings require new bushes.  Clerk to obtain costs 

 It was noted that the picnic benches in the playground are in need of maintenance.  Clerk 
to obtain costs. 

8.00 p.m. Councillor Holder entered the meeting. 
Witherley –  

 Concerns were raised again regarding the grass cutting contractors. The work is carried out 
haphazardly in Witherley and Fenny Drayton. Contract is to be reviewed for next year. 

MIRA The A5 road works recently advertised have been amended and will now be carried out 
starting at Dodwells Bridge in November 2013, completing at Fenny Drayton in March 2015.  
 
POLICE CRIME REPORT: CPSO Chris Cox read out the August crime statistics for the Parish. 

 Witherley 1 theft of a battery converter and 2 poles used for electric fencing stolen from a 
field. 
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 Fenny Drayton Burglary other than dwelling on Church Lane, high value items stolen from 
the unoccupied new build site.  Entry via rear window. 

 
A621:   COUNTY COUNCILLOR UPDATE: 

 Fenn Lanes residents have complained about the noise levels originating from MIRA.  

 There was a recent meeting of Environment Agency and LCC Highways regarding the 
flooding issues in Shenton, Sheepy and Witherley, unfortunately Severn Trent did not 
attend. They have been monitoring past rainfall figures and river level data to understand 
the water catchment, however it is difficult to be accurate.  There has been a decision to 
divert the water catchment from Orchard Close and return it to a chamber and outlet 
which will take it straight into the Anker and not the brook. This should ease the amount 
of water trying to leave Mythe Lane into the brook and reduce the back up into the road.     

 Leicestershire Matters (should be delivered to every home in the county) encloses a survey 
asking for parishioner’s feedback about where the cuts in services should be across the 
county.  If you have not seen a copy of the magazine or questionnaire you can get a copy 
from the mobile library service, or go to www.leics.gov.uk go to Leicestershire’s Future, 
and complete the online survey.  There has to be reductions in all budgets, where should 
they be? 

 16 – 18 year old school students do not have their transport to school paid for, this will 
remain unchanged when the school leaving age is increased to 18 shortly. 

 No. 7 Bus currently has a subsidy of £3.87 per traveller, there are three options to be 
publicly consulted upon.  Cllr Ould urged this council to send a letter in conjunction with 
Sheepy PC to David Tredinnick MP to lobby for our parishioner’s needs.  

 
A622: BOROUGH COUNCILLOR UPDATE  

 Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council have decided that planning applications for wind 
turbines do not automatically have to go to Committee unless they are to be 80 metres 
high. Any turbine proposals under this height will go through only the regular application 
process. 

 20 Church Lane (13/00517/FUL) development is still “withdrawn” status. 

 Borough Councillor’s pay has been reviewed by an independent body which has found that 
the Councillor’s allowance should be increased as it is the lowest in Leicestershire.  The 
Councillor’s have turned this increase down due to the financial pressures on the Borough 
Council.  

 
A623: PLANNING APPLICATIONS   

 13/613 Red Gate House, Fenny Drayton – no objections 

 2013/VOC/0216/LCC Witherley School temporary dining building – no objections 

 13/517 20 Church Lane, Fenny Drayton – previously objected – application now withdrawn 

 13/721 Willow Farm Fenn Lanes, Fenny Drayton – no objections 

 Barwell SUE – no updates 
   
A624: NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT IN RATCLIFFE CULEY  - 3 costings were obtained and discussed.  
Suitability of equipment for all users was taken into consideration, and a basket swing was decided 
to be most suitable and it meets the requirements of Disability Discrimination Act. As the money to 
fund this project is the Section 106 pot, final decision if this was the best use of the money was not 
decided.  See Defibrilator project in A626.  
 
A625: ROAD CLOSURE PILOT SCHEME – In July there was a meeting with Leicestershire Resilience 
Forum, a group which liaises with all necessary parties in times of an emergency in the County e.g. 
Highways, Severn Trent, Police etc.  The meeting was to identify how the Forum could aid the 
village of Witherley in times of flood crisis.  All Witherley Councillors, Clerk and Chair met with the 
Forum to discuss the difficulties in effectively closing the road.  There was a second meeting in 
September with Police, Highways, Cllrs Walker and Conway surveying the village and its 
surrounding routes.  LCC Highways investigating the possibility of a blanket Traffic Routing Order or 
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an alternative road closure device which could be enforced at times of flooding.  More updates as 
the project progresses. 
  
A626: DEFIBRILATOR PROJECT  –  Cllr Conway supplied a report about the provision of defibrillator 
equipment via Arrhythmia Alliance. The report is available on the parish council website.  There are 
still some outstanding questions which require answers before a final decision can be made. Item 
deferred to October meeting. Ratcliffe Culey Councillors would like time to consider this project for 
their village. 
A627: IDENTIFICATION BADGES FOR COUNCILLORS – Parish Councillors were asked for 
identification during recent surveys and walkabouts. 3 costs were obtained for consideration. A 
supplier was identified who would keep all details on file for future badges to be purchased without 
additional set-up fees.  Clerk to order.   
 
A628:   NEW NOTICEBOARD IN FENNY DRAYTON – Item deferred until October meeting. 
 
A629:  WAYMARKER FOR FENNY DRAYTON CHURCH – There has been a request for a way marker 
to be provided by the Parish Council to indicate the way to St Michaels and All Angels Church.  The 
matter was discussed, and the way is considered to be quite clear from Old Forge Rd into Church 
Lane, the road signs are clear.  No additional signs were deemed necessary. 
 
A630:  NEW BENCH FOR DRAYTON LANE, FENNY DRAYTON  - the matter will be deferred until the 
new bench in Rookery Close is resolved with Highways and installation. 
 
A631:  CORRESPONDENCE – An invitation to comment upon a Pre-submission for the Earl Shilton 
and Barwell Area Action Plan by 14

th
 October 2013. 

 A reply to our letter to Police and Crime Commissioner regarding effective road closure. 

 Letter to Cllr Wright from MP D Tredinnick regarding rural broadband. 
 

A632:  FINANCE – Budgetry and Account report agreed.  Cheques were noted for July/August 
expenditure 

 D.J Coulton c/o Malcolm Cook for the clearing of Drayton Close bank area   £98.00 

 M Bowles – planting in Ratcliffe Culey                £17.50 

 Clerk salary and expenses                                    £480.34 
Cheques raised and signed for August/September expenditure as follows 

 Richards Environmental Services (dog bins)     £121.70 (2 months) 

 HBBC (grass cutting)                                             £285.24 (2 months) 

 Glasdon UK (new dog bin)                                   £208.53 

 Graphic Press (printing)                                       £69.00 

 Clerk salary and expenses                                   £377.92 
 
A633:  CLERK SALARY REVIEW 
The Clerk left the meeting at 9.30 p.m.  The Councillors discussed the Clerk pay structure 
formulated jointly by the National Assoc. Of Local Councils and Society of Local Council Clerks, and 
the performance of the Clerk.  It was agreed to increase the Clerk’s pay to the next pay scale point 
19.  Proposed by Cllr Alexander and seconded by Cllr Woods. 
The Clerk re-joined the meeting at 9.40 p.m 
A634: ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING AGENDA –  

 Defibrilator project 

 Notice board in Fenny Drayton 
 

Meeting closed at 9.42 p.m. 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 

Date of next meeting: Thursday 10th October, 2013 at Parish Rooms, Witherley. 
 
Signed ________________________________________________  Date ________________________ 


