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FINAL Minutes of the Extraordinary Council Meeting held on Friday 17th July 2020, 7.00 p.m. 
Online via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: B Conway, (Chairman), M Simpson, D Flude,  A Wright, M Cook, G Robinson, R Reading. 
Other Attendees: Gary Kirk-YourLocale, Kay Conway-NDP Committee member, 2 members of the public, 
ABSENT: Cllrs A. Brittain, K. Liggins, A. Cartwright and R. Trivett   
 

The meeting started at 7.03 p.m. 
 

20/121: WELCOME: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the online meeting. Cllrs Brittain, Liggins & 
Cartwright had tendered their apologies which were accepted. Cllr Trivett had not tendered an apology.   
 

20/122: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: The Chairman requested declarations of interest.  There were 
none. 
 

20/123: SCREENING OPINION & REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION DECISION:  The Chairman welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and explained that its purpose was to agree to submit the Draft Neighbourhood 
Development Plan to Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council (HBBC) for a Screening Opinion and then to 
proceed to Regulation 14 consultation. He had invited the Council’s consultant Gary Kirk to attend the 
meeting to answer Councillors’ questions on the draft Plan and appendices. 
 
In answer to a question from Cllr Wright, Mr Kirk confirmed that Regulation 14 was the first step in the 
formal consultation process. However, a Strategic Environmental Assessment screening that would come 
first was fairly routine and of the 39 Plans they had helped pass examination, only four had required an 
SEA. Until HBBC determined whether an SEA for this Plan was required, the timescale was uncertain. 
 
Given that this Council was responsible for carrying out the Regulation 14 consultation, the Chairman 
asked Mr Kirk to explain which type of bodies the Council would be required to notify that the 
consultation was taking place. Mr Kirk said that, over and above all those who live, work or who own 
land in the Parish, there were around thirty statutory stakeholders who would need to be contacted. 
 
Cllr Robinson asked if there were templates available for the documents associated with the 
consultation. Mr Kirk confirmed that there were and if the Rural Community Council couldn’t provide 
them as part of their service level agreement with HBBC, YourLocale could do so. The key consideration 
for this Council was how to record every consultation response made by consultees, how they were 
responded to and to then demonstrate how the Plan might have changed as a consequence of the 
responses received. All of that information would have to be packaged together when the Plan and 
supporting documentation were submitted to HBBC who would then carry out their own consultation 
before engaging an Examiner who would then decide if the Plan could go forward to Referendum. 
 
Responding to a question from Cllr Flude, Mr Kirk explained that the screening process was a 
requirement of EU legislation incorporated into UK law to check that the Plan doesn’t harm the local 
environment. He considered that our Plan overall has a very positive impact on the environment because 
of the various policies giving varying degrees of protection. However, he sounded a note of caution as, 
unlike other councils in Leicestershire, HBBC has required SEAs of the NDPs YourLocale had supported in 
the Borough and yet the findings of the SEAs had recommended any significant change. 
 
Cllr Wright asked if the Plan was changed, would another SEA be required? Mr Kirk confirmed it would 
not. He also explained that the screening would cover every policy in the Plan that they think has an 
impact on the environment using a traffic light system. If the decision was that a SEA was required, it was 
possible to propose alternative courses of action. 
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Cllr Reading asked how any changes to the Plan would be administered, by the full Council or by the NDP 
Committee? Mr Kirk advised that the Committee was the vehicle to discuss the detail. YourLocale would 
make preliminary responses to the Regulation 14 responses for the Committee to consider before the 
Council agrees the Plan is formally submitted to HBC. 
 
Cllr Simpson asked for clarification on how the public will be able to submit comments. Mr Kirk explained 
that the Plan, appendices and supporting information would be available to view on the Council’s 
website by which means comments could be submitted. Covid-19 related regulations do not now require 
hard copies to be available. An executive summary leaflet was being considered to be sent to every 
household in the Parish to compensate for this. 
 
There being no further questions, the Chairman proposed the motion that this Council submits the draft 
Plan and relevant appendices to the Borough Council for screening assessment and to proceed to 
Regulation 14 consultation. Seconded by Cllr Robinson. The motion was carried. 
 
The meeting ended at 7.30pm. 
 

 
 
Signed by Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………………     Date ……………………………………… 


