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Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Thursday 8th October 2020, 7.30 p.m. 
Online via Zoom.  

 

PRESENT: Councillors: B Conway, (Chairman), A Wright, D Flude, A Brittain, M Cook, M Simpson, G Robinson,   
R Reading, K Liggins. Other Attendees: Angela Forsyth (Clerk), 1 members of the public,  County Cllr Ivan Ould.  
ABSENT: Cllr R Trivett, A Cartwright, Borough Councillor K Morrell. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME: A Ratcliffe Culey resident raised some points regarding the creation of a petition, and the 
difficulties experienced when collecting signatures from residents during the social distancing restrictions.   
 

Meeting started at 7.37 p.m. 
 

20/146: WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Councillor 
Cartwright had sent his apology for absence which was accepted.  Cllr Trivett had joined the meeting but could not 
hear what was being discussed so left the meeting at this point.  
 

20/147: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr Wright that her property backs onto the A444 and declared an interest in 
item 10 on the agenda.  
 

20/148: APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES: The minutes of the September 2020 meeting were agreed and 
signed as correct.  
 

20/149: COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT: Cllr Ould’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting.     
 

20/150: CRIME UPDATE: Cllr Robinson had previously circulated his report: The parish villages have been more 
fortunate than some more urbanised areas.  Sheepy Magna had three vehicle crime incidents in the previous month.  
There was one serious crime of assault on a young man in Hunt Lane, Witherley  resulting in head injuries.  
  
20/151: CORRESPONDENCE:   

• A Fenny Drayton resident complained of the hedge in the playing field. Clerk had dealt with the problem and 
sent a letter advising. 

• Email from LCC Highways regarding the permit to place an additional dog waste bin on Mythe Lane. 

• Various emails between the Clerk and Lord O’Neill’s agent regarding the position of the dog waste bin. 

• Notice of temporary closure of Fenn Lane in February 2021. 

• Email from LCC regarding snow warden training opportunity. 

• Community Safety Survey emailed to all Councillors. 

• Various emails from a Ratcliffe Culey resident regarding the insurance implications for the Saddlery Café. 
Clerk has advised their public liability insurance will cover the site activities. 

• Email notice regarding the temporary traffic restriction for Drayton Close and Quaker Close. 

• Bank security confirmation emails and telephone conversation. 

• Email copy of Twycross PC’s statement in support of Sheepy PC’s bike problem on the A444. 

• Email forwarded to all Councillors regarding the Wildflower Scheme.  This is to be discussed at November’s 
meeting.  Clerk 

• Email from Witherley residents regarding their guerrilla planting of a piece of land on Kennel Lane at the rear 
of the Bull Inn.  Clerk advised the group should discuss it with the landowner. 

• Various emails from a Ratcliffe Culey resident pointing out anomalies with minutes on the PC website.  Clerk 
has rectified them. 

• Emailed response from Head of Planning at HBBC regarding the Council being consulted (or not) on planning 
applications.  20/00774/P3CQ should not have come to the Council for comment.     

• Ratcliffe Culey resident emailed regarding the draft Petitions Policy being discussed at this meeting, which 
they also raised in public question time.  
 

20/152: CLERK UPDATE: 
Atterton: Fly tipping in a field on Atterton Lane – reported to the landowner.   
Fenny Drayton:  
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• Letter and image delivered to Fenny Drayton resident on 14th September 2020.  

• Replacement goal post ordered and delivered to Cllr Simpsons address. 

• George Fox Lane grass cutting issue sorted. 

• Groundwork contractor has quoted £385 for the relaying of paving slabs on the footpath in the playing field 
and will carry the work out on Thursday 15th October if the Council authorises. Council agreed. Clerk to 
arrange signage.  Cllr Wright advised she would post it on Facebook. 

Ratcliffe Culey:  

• Liaised with HBBC Planning Dept regarding 39 Main Road, Ratcliffe Culey. 
Witherley:  

• New dog waste bin ordered and received.  Cheque to be signed at this meeting.   

• Bridge across the brook on Mythe Lane repaired by Lord O’Neill’s estate. 

• Instructed groundwork contractor to plant bulbs in planter at Riverside for spring colour. 

• Litter picking equipment requested for new picking team. Clerk to collect from HBBC. 

• Received RoSPA report for Witherley Memorial Playing Field which was forwarded to the trustees for 
information.    Cheque to be signed at this meeting. 

Parish:   

• VAT return completed. Claim total £8028.37. 

• Invoiced LCC for grass cutting contract £2154.40 

• Communities and Parishes Fund applied to. 

• Purchased 12 months Zoom subscription (saving £2 per month). 

• Emergency stores received by villages. 

• NDP grant received £2,600.00 

• Training course for Clerk booked with LRALC £40.00 
 

20/153: PLANNING APPLICATIONS:    

• 20/00939/TPO The Limes, Riverside, Witherley. Work to Yew tree. No objections.  

• 20/00774/P3CQ 39 Main Road/Red House Farm. Council is not a consultee for this application.   
 

20/154: AGREE RESPONSE TO NATIONAL PLANNING WHITE PAPER CONSULTATION: Cllr Conway had circulated 
notes to help other councillors respond. Cllr Conway advised he was going to amend it to include that any permitted 
development which a developer then does not begin after a set period of time should suffer a penalty or Council Tax 
be levied; to ensure that planned developments are built.  Cllr Robinson proposed the amended draft should be the 
Council’s response, seconded by Cllr Reading.  Clerk to copy to HBBC, LCC, LRALC, Luke Evans MP and the White 
Paper email address.  
 

20/155: MOTORBIKE NOISE ON A444 AND A5: Sheepy Parish Council is lobbying for action to reduce the noise 
created by motorbikes on the A444, Twycross PC has copied their response to this Council for information.  There 
was discussion how the issue of how this can be monitored or managed especially as there are varied speed limits 
along the A444. The noise of the bikes as they pass other road users exceeds legal decibel limits, and dangerous 
driving practices force other road users to take reactive measures, the noise of bikes travels for 2 or 3 miles across 
the countryside. Hampshire Council has new noise monitors and have been trialling them for 7 months.  Cllr Ould 
advised to raise the issue with the Police and Crime Commissioner candidates (election in May 2021) and copy to the 
MP.  Cllr Conway proposed the Council aligns itself to the comments by Twycross and Sheepy, suggesting that money 
from speeding fines is kept in Leicestershire to fund additional speed cameras, and secondly to attempt to reduce 
the speed limit at Fenny Drayton to 40 mph in light of the sad death of a motorcyclist in the village in 2019.  Cllr 
Reading suggested speed limit on the A5 should also be reduced to 40 mph from Mancetter to a point on the A5.  
Cllr Brittain suggest average speed cameras would be more effective. Cllr Conway advised he would write  a 
response to be sent to LCC, MP, Sheepy and Twycross PC’s, and the Police and Crime Commissioner.      

 

20/156: AGREE PETITIONS POLICY: Cllr Wright stated that 2 days-notice of the policy prior to the meeting is not 
enough time to consider it.  Clerk advised the policy was purely for guidance should people wish to submit petitions, 
however it does not preclude anyone writing complaints or suggestions to the Council (as is current practice), it is to 
formalise how petitions will be accepted. Cllr Reading advised it is important for the Council to have a policy in place 
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which can be amended over time as technology changes. Cllr Conway proposed acceptance of the current draft, 
seconded by Cllr Reading. Voted 5 for and 4 against. Carried.   
 

20/157: AGREE VEXATIOUS COMPLAINANT POLICY: Wording of this policy had been amended since the previous 
meeting paras 4.2, 4.3 and 4.4 changed.  Cllr Wright raised a concern of confidentiality and GDPR, and that both the 
Borough and County Councillors should be made aware.  Clerk advised resident details are anonymised, and it could 
be discussed as a closed item and the minutes not published.  Cllr Conway proposed the acceptance of this version. 
Seconded by Cllr Cook. Voted 7 for, 0 against, 2 abstained. Carried.   
 

20/158: FINANCE & CHEQUES FOR SIGNATURE: The invoices and corresponding cheques for signature had been 
delivered to Cllr Flude for signing who will pass them to Cllr Cook for counter signing and returning to the Clerk for 
posting.     

Clerk expenses £200.00                                                             M & BG Ltd (grass  cutting) £600.00 
ESPO (goal post) £146.40                                                          Screatons Ltd (payroll) £16.22              
Playsafety Ltd (Witherley) £86.40                                           HBBC (dog bins) £257.40 
Cllr Reading (padlock) £3.99                                                     Witherley Football Club £328.00 
Rural Community Council membership £60.00                     LG Services (sign cleaning) £108.00 
Glasdon (dog bin) £375.01 
                                                                            

20/159: VILLAGE UPDATES: 
Atterton: Emergency supplies received, Clerk to advise which to be delivered to Ratcliffe Culey. A reduced stock of 
hi-viz vests and sandbags were included.  Clerk to check supplies with Resilience Team. 
Fenny Drayton: A resident in Rookery Close has been injured by falling debris from a tree. Cllr Wright and Clerk to 
liaise on previous reference numbers. 

• Cllr Brittain advised of more abandoned signage on the A5, Cllr Conway to contact Highways England to deal 
with this and signs left in Witherley. 

Ratcliffe Culey: No Councillors present.  
Witherley:  Cllr Reading advised there would be a small expenditure to sort an earth cable for the new generator.             
9.03 pm  Cllr Wright left the meeting at this point due to technical difficulties. 

• The pavement outside 7 Post Office Lane is damaged by construction traffic, Clerk to report for rectifying at 
the end of the project.    

• There have been reports of anti-social behaviour by some youngsters in St Peter’s church yard.  

• Some residents are planning to litter pick this coming weekend. 

• The Council to remind LCC of the damage the flood water on Mythe Lane causes when vehicles ignore the 
flood signs and cause bow waves.   Clerk to write to EA and LCC Highways. 

• The Kennel Lane planting team approached the Chairman of the Council for possible support for planting.  
The matter was discussed and decided against as the project does not have the land-owner’s permission and 
may be reclaimed.  It was suggested any plans to beautify any of the villages could be discussed with the 
Council in advance of work being carried out for clarification and support.  

 

20/160: ITEMS FOR INCLUSION AT THE NEXT MEETING: Wildflower Scheme. Items to be sent to the Clerk by 23rd 
October.    Meeting closed at 9.18 p.m. 
 
 
Signed by Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………………  Date ………………………………………….. 


